PREVIEWING THE FUTURE 
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In a flash of geologic time, the 
2lst century—the third miile- 
nium—will he upon us. 

Will it brlng the good iife for 
Americans? There are men lo- 
day pianning for it. 

WÜI it be unbearably crnwried 
and clogged? The same plan- 
ners fear it, but have ideas for 
avoiding it. 

There probably will be men 
from earth on the mocn 50 years 
hence. But- wiü it be easier to 
make that iourney than to com- 
mute to work, or to visit a dying 
relative halfway across the 
land? 

There wiil be technicians with 
computers capabîe of ihe most 
ingenioos innovatione. But will 
their children have rcady ac- 
cess to the ABtJs of human 
knowlcdgc? Witl we breathe 
clean alr, drinl; good water, 
bcast good health? 

Or wiil teclinology, moon- 
gcared and missüe-orienled, 
leave man, in his everyday ex- 
istence, iagging far behînd? 

For a glimpse inta that tvorld, 
the 50-year-oid American lüsti- 
tute of Planners called recentiy 
for the ideas of respected au- 
tborities—not in missilery and 
aerospace, but in housing, tran- 
sportation, financc and the arts. 

The responses produced some 
intriguing previews of. a 21st 
eentury America that, for tech- 
noiogy and gadgetry, would 
make Buck Kogers fesl like a 
relie of Lhe horse and buggy 
age. 

But they also raised some 
probiems of enurmous potential 
that must be surmounted, if üfe 
in the new century is to be 
worth living at ali. 

To the extent that the future 
is predictable, a tairly believ- 
able portrait of the next half 
century emcrges fiom a blcnd- 
ing of tlic ideas of these schnl- 
ars and planners. 

Their composite view: 

By the year 2020 tiio popula- 
tion of the Uhited Statés, now 
200 millioti, wltt be about 350 
mlllion, About 80 per cent of the 
population will' be livihg ih vast 
metropolitau areas. 

Four huge ‘'megalapolltaii' 
reginns wtll cordain BO per cent 
of the peoole on less thati 8 per 
cent of the land. Theso giant 
complexes will be In Florlda, 
Califomia, nlong the lower 
Great Lakes and the Attanlic 
Keaboard—with the Iast two pos- 
sibly blending into orc giganlic 
megalopulis. 

One pessimistic view is ilwt 
unless enurmous advanccs are 
madc, tlie homes of these mil- 
llons wili be littlo differenl from 
today's. Cily planner Charles 
Abrams caulioned: ''lf prcsent 
trends are any guide, Ihe United 
Statcs should havc put housos 
on the nioon long before it has 
given all ils familics decent 
communilies on its own soil. 
The ilispariiy between house 
cost and incoine will sltow no 
sign of abating." 

Bul a rcsier vrcw, also put 
forth by Abrams, eilvisions an- 
tomntion and nnclenr power 
yielding tremcndous bencfils to 
man in his qucst for suitabîo 
sheltcr. Ficturo thousands of 
self-conlalncd ncw towns in thc 
countryside; fhlly eqnipped, 
capsule looms to bc bought in 
dopaiimcnt alores; scmic clcan- 
Ing tleviccs and air filtering sys- 
tems banishing dlrt; computcr- 
itetl, micrownvo ovcns nuioinat- 
ically mixlng ingmlicnts from 
prcselected recipes. 

Or holieoptcrs whirling above, 
hauling gcodesic domes tn dis- 
tant sitca, whero thoy will bc 
tnckcd (o tbo grnund complelc 
Wllli utllltlos; comimct scwagc 
systcms convcrtlng dishwatcr lo 
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put'e ririnking water. Bnt 
achievement of these dreams 
niay reqtiirc a fedetal agency to 
tto Ihe long-range plamtilig, buy 
Ihr land dircetly. arrange tor ils 
use, and turn !t over to the pri- 
valc sector. 

As planncr Abrams foresees 
it: ' 'As ttiore nnd more [enple 
muvo into the metropolitan te- 
gions, the competitloh for lattd 
will stifien. llte traffic flow s!ow 
t» a halt. and Ihe gencral prob- 
tem of getting arouiid, finding a 
bit nf open space, breathing 
gootl air and getting good drink- 
ing waler will niove up as 
public concerns. We shall have 
to btiild as many stnictures of 
all kinds as we have built since 
our curlicst hnmigrants moved 
from thelr hiîlslde riugouts." 

Transportation expert Max L. 
Feldman, pcering inio the next 
50 years. îooks for tho dcvclop- 
ment of “at hrast one hlgh- 
spccd, long-distanre liansporta 
tiuii- niode," nnd hlgh-speed sys- 
lcms carrying nir Iravelers 
frum alt major airporls to cnn- 
ncclions witli local. trmfic distri- 
bution systems. 

"At lonaL one cnst-wcst ainl 
two nniih-snutli mitninatic high- 
wnys shnuld bc guiding nnd eon- 
Irolting individaal pnssengcr vo- 
liicles spceding from coast to 
consl nnd bordor tn bordcr. 
Frolght sltonld lm mnvlng 


through at least one complcied, 
continuous treight systcin that 
completely separates freight 
frotn people." 

City traffic threatens to be- 
come so cloggetl as to chnuge 
drasücally eomc long-accepted 
values, Feldinan saitl. “For ex- 
aniple. extreme frcedom, the 
abilily of people lo go whcre 
they want to, when they want 
to, in their cwn vehicks by thc 
î'oute of their own chuosing, will 
cventually have lo be limitcd in 
ordcr lo prevent the completc 
coliapse oi urban rirculaling 
systems and save the cities 
thcmselvcs," 

The result: possibly a general 
acreptanee of more expensive, 
!>ut aiso more satisfactory, com- 
munications devices, such as 
vlsual phones. 

For Intemational travel, Feld- 
man looks forward lo rievtlûp- 
ment of a low-fare sky bus, 
"The jet sct will bo outnum- 
berod uml overshadowed by a 
great horde ot middlo-clasj peo- 
ple from all natlons exploring 
thcir world. More people will 
karo to tmdcrsland pcoplc of 
ollier lnnds," 

By thc ycnr 2800, as Feklman 
cnvisions il, "thc largcr U. S, 
citics may havc convcrtcd coni- 
plcicly to c'ccirie trmisporln- 
tiun, aml sevcral compleltly 
new citins should havc bccn 


built Itirmpornling the niost 1 -e- 
cently deve.'oped a'ansportatiou 
systcms and offering maximum 
convenience.” 

In those great cities, whcn the 
private aulomobiie passes from 
the scene, public transportation 
might even be free. Thoso who 
hunger i'or time oif fron? work 
may tako heart from the fore- 
cast of political scientist Sebas- 
uau de Graîia thal the average 
work week, by the year 2000, 
wilt avcrngc 3L hotirs. und pcr- 
haps as few as 21, Twenty years 
later, on-lhe-job hotirs may 
have dwlndled to 26, or even 18. 

But what will people do wilh 
alt that frce time? The outlook 
may not be cheery. 

As De Grazia sees it: "There 
is reason to fear, as some do, 
that frcc timc. forccd frco tlme, 
will brlng on the restless tick ot 
borcdom, idlencss, itnmorality, 
and i.icroased pernonal vio- 
lence. If the causc is identifled 
aa automation and the prefer- 
enec for higher IntclUgence, 
nonautomaled Jobs may in- 
crcase, but they wlll carry the 
stisrno of slupidity. Mcn will 
pnefer not lu work ratlicr than 
to aceept them. Thoso who do 
acccpt will incrcasingly come to 
be a politically interlor clnss." 

Onc possthle solutton: a so- 
pnration of Inoome from work; 
IKüliaps a .guarantcod fitinusl 


wage to provide “the wherewi- 
thai for a life of ieisure for all 
those who think they have the 
tennperament." 

To accommodate the nerv age 
of Icisurc, 'Thc cily has to be . 
tumed into a place for (man) to 
live in and enjov, rathor than a 
piace for him to escape from to 
restcre his senses." Educator 
Eobcrt M. Hul.chins sees a 
moveiïient away from tha theo- 
ry of education aimed at meet- 
ing the manpower needs o£ so- 
riety. "An educational sysiem 
that aims at manpower rather 
than manhood will not suffice. 
As the rate of technoiogical 
cha.nge is accderaied, it wil! be- 
come ckar that, almost by ne- 
cessity, training fnr a job vrfll 
have to be given on the job or 
immediately before hand. Edu- 
cation takus time, and job re- 
qiiirements can cbange in no 
time at all.” 

Hutchins envisions an educa- 
tional systcm geared not to “a 
limited, partdal life,” but “to 
prepare for a full life for all.” 

“A six-year elementary 
scbool, a three-year high school. 
and a three-year coliege should 
auffice to give everybody a bas- 
ic, liberal education. Only tbose 
studeots interested in and quali- 
fied for independent study 
sliuuld go on to the university,” 

A terimological revolution in 
educatlon, Hutcbins said, “may 
go so far aî to dissolve the inati- 
tutions we have known. Imagine 
u learning center in every 
homc. ll-s companents might he 
a telephone, a TV sct. and a 
console. Teachers migbt go- 
from hDUse to house Iike vislüng 
nurses. The bulk of the inslruc- 
iion and examinations wouid be 
handled by computers. The sai- 
est course will be to turn ovcr to 
tha machines the task of traia- 
ing aud informing, thus reliev-l 
ing teachers for the work of «d- 
ucBtion." 

The university, in Hutehina’-. 
view, must become a center öf 
indcpcndeut thought and eriti- 
eäsm, geared to tbe inlellfict, 
abaniloning irrelevant activi- 
ties, such as intereoUeglaie ath- 
letics. 

A forelaste of the potential 
contributions of science to 2ist 
century man's physical well- 
being eame from John R. Platt 
of Lhe Universlty of Mlehïgan's 
Mental Health Besearcli tnsti- 
tute. 

Wouldn't it be possihlc. be 
wimdered, to regenerate a cut- 
off flnger or band, instead cf 
just regeneraUng a bit uf skin 
tissue over tbe stump? 

“Lobsters can regenerate 
claws. Perhaps tbe abiiily to do 
(his is simply tumed off in his 
orgariisms. Wtio knows? 
Pci'haps il waa an evolutionary 
dcfense against the unwanled 
prolifcralion of cells that we call 
cnncer. But perhaps it might be 
turned on agnin by soroe appti- 
calion of embroynic flulis or tls- 
sue inducei's." 

Pervadlng the thoughts Df 
most of the planners Is the fun- 
damental question whetller 
space-age technology will end 
up being man's master or his 
scrvant. David T. Bazelon, wri* 
tcr and sociat critlc, taking tha; 
peMimistic vlewpeint, ccntend- 
etl: “Technology does imt 
ehango society; it' destroys 1L 1T 

But August Hccksctier, public 
offtclal and mitfvor, secs possi- 
blc salvaiion in tiio bippies of to- 
dny. 

‘Tt is e:,sy." Heckscher told 
his fcllow planncrs, "lo dtsmiss 
the hlppics as ono more fnd, a 
new and passhfi phsse in the 
dialoguo betwecn lenaraUm 
whlch hai alwiys exbtod. 











